Personal Details

While it's important to include personal facts about
yourself, don't make your letter entirely about you. Tell
your pen pal about your home and the area where
you live. This is especially important if you are from
different countries. People love to learn about other
places and cultures. Describe the city or state in
which you live; perhaps even things you take for
granted like railroad tracks, streams, mountains, or lakes.
This will encourage your pen pal to relate details about
her country and the things that make her homeland
unique.
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Family Life

Pen pals enjoy learning not only about you, but your
family also. The details you reveal about your family are
entirely up to you, but the more information you give,
the better your pen pal will get to know you. Our
families define a lot of who we are as individuals, and
how we interact with each other tells much about our
personalities. Relate funny stories about your siblings
or why you look up to your mother. Think back to the
stories your grandparents told you when you were

little. Your pen pal will no doubt love hearing those as

well. s

QUESTIONS HOBBIES

Don't forget to ask questions in your pen pal letters. This is
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and interests. Rather than saying 'l like to read,” tell

way you can open up true communication. Rather than listing your friend what books you like and why. When

a series of questions at the end, incorporate them into the discussing your favorite hobbies, talk to your friend
letter. 'l love thriller novels by James Patterson. Who is your about why you enjoy those activities. Instead of
favorite author?" You could also say, "My older brothers tease just saying "My hobbies are quilting, scrap booking,
me a lot. How do your brothers treat you?" Asking questions and painting,” tell your friend specific reasons

why those are your favorite pastimes. Perhaps
your best friend got you started with scrap
booking, or your older brother shared his passion
with painting with you. Little facts that seem
insignificant to you won't seem that way to your

lets your pen pal know you are interested in her and what she
has to say. For more ideas on what to write, join a pen pal
forum or group.




